
INTROD UC TION 

Demand f or more an d b etter public services h a s increased greatl y in the pas t few yea r ~ . 

Parallel to the rise i n living standards and general a ffl uence has been the elevation of 
the level of expectation of th e avera ge citizen . Within urban area s , he wants streets 
that a re paved, g oo d s choo ls f or his children, a d e qu ate police and fi r e prote ct ion, recrea
tion a reas for the whole fami ly, c le an pure water , sanitary sewa ge disposal, e ffi cient 
garbage disp osal, an d adequate drainage s ystems. 

Community f ac ilit ies p rovide these services f or a ll citizen" . Th e s e facilities a~ e 

l oca ted o n publi c prope rty an d are operated by pers onnel hired b y he communi y . B ~ ca u - e 

the expected level of se rvi ce is highe r a ll the tim e, a nd th e cost of p r oviding f ac~li ~ je5 

and services continues to ri se, haphaz ar d de velo pmen t canno be tolerate d . Pub lic fund s 
have been wa s t e d because the p e o p le had too lit tle a pprecia tio n of the importan ce of pl acing 
fa c ilities in th e pr o p er l oca ti o n an d d evelo p them so they c an p ro vi d e a continuing a dequ ate 
level o f ser vice. 

Communi y facil ities requi re the h e avi est investm e n ts in publi c funds tb a 
ipali t y wil l make. Therefore, it i s important that t he se i nve t me nts shou~d be 
pl a n ne d . to ensure t hat maximum b enefit is de riv ed . 

The advant a ges o f plann ing in a d van ce for futu re imp r ovement s a ce : 

th e muni c 
ca e full y 

1 . Th e r e is ime to think logicall y about each improvem e n t , an d com put e costs a nd 
benefi t s of a l te r natives. In a ddi tion , the relationship of t hese alternatives 
to the compr e hensive community pl an can be dete r mined . 

2. There is an o pp ort un ity to dete rmine when the fa c ili ty i s nee d e d , wher e it can 
best be located, a nd how l arge it must be to provide the desi r able l evel of 
servi ce not on l y now b ut in the future. 

3 . When they are rec o gniz e d, needed improvements a nd f aci lit ie s can be r anked 
according to urgency of nee d an d o v era ll value . Then they can be pr o grammed in 
a ca pit al b udget designed to fi t within the fin a ncial ca p acity o f the t own. 

4 . Once t he community facilities plan is c om pl ete, real economies c a n b e re a liz e d 
by ac qui ring selected sites for future facilities before prices rise. 
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